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PREFACE.

The object of this book is to enable the officers con-
| cerned to become acquainted in as short a time as possible
~ with the proposed arrangements for resisting an invasion
on the line of the London Defence Positions, so that they

l may be in a position to undertake their respective duties in
© the proposed scheme with the least possible delay and the
utmost possible accuracy.
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FOR THE

LONDON DEFENCE POSITIONS.

(PROVISIONAL.

I.—HISTORICAL SUMMARY.

1. The origin of the scheme for defending London was
amemorandum,drawn up in 1888, by Colonel Ardagh, A.A.G.,
explaining the importance of the subject, and suggesting
the acquisition of 80 sites, where small works, capable of
expansion, might be built, which would form "¢ points
d'appui” for entrenched positions, which it might sub-
sequently be desired to construct, would bar important
roads and act as storehouses for entrenching tools and
ammunition. He considered that at least a week would be
available for entrenching the necessary positions, and pro-
posed to draw up projects for their preparation, to be
entrusted for execution to the Railway and Engineer

Volunteer Staff Corps, under the Inspector-Geuneral of
Fortifications.

2. The acquisition of certain sites where storehouses,
or so-called * Forts” have since been built, was sanctioned
In 1889, and in 1890, a committee of three officers was
appointed to draw up a scheme for the occupation of the
defensive line round London. They were told the number
of troops that were to be made available, their places of
oncentration, and the position of the * Forts,” which it

ad been decided to erect: and they were required :—

(1) To examine the line of the chalk ridge from
Guildford, by the Darent Valley, to Dartford ;
and, north of the Thames, a line from Vange,
by Brentwood, to North Weald.

(2.) To determine the probable points of passage of
those lines by an invader,
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(3.) To prepare detailed schemes, showing the tactical
disposition of units :— ‘
(a.) Assuming the point of passage to be held
by one regular Infantry brigade and three
Field batteries. e .
) Assuming the position covering thé poin
A of pasgsa.ge t(I)) be held in force by the
following strength, viz. :—
If south of the Thames-—Two Army-
Corps, plus the Volunteers concentrating
within the defended front of that position,
as well as half the remaining Volunteers
concentrating south of the Thames.
+ If north of the Thames—Two Army-
Corps, plus all the Volunteers concentra-
l ting north of the Thames.
| _

3. The work of this committee was completed in March,
1892, and forms the basis of the present arrangements.
It consisted of—

(1.) A general report south of the Thames.
(2.): A general report north of the Thames.

(3.) Two 1-in. maps, of the lateral communications,
north and south of the Thames respectively.

(4.) ‘Reports on the lateral communications.

(5.) Detailed reports on the preparation and occupa-
tion of positions selected.

| (6.) A series of 6-in. maps, showing the proposed
| d’i'spositiens, entrenchments, clearanceIS) 8?0. 10
each position. Lislu

These last are known as “ Maps A”
b )

4 and are described in Secti '
;,. iy ection V. of this

4. Subsequently working plans for th
types for the trenches, &c.r,)' shown og ri(ii:;;)ts;&proﬂg
y ar

instructions for officers » i 3
) s reparin
on oratail. prep g sections for defence,

8

brigg.d Ssaalg%msg:] ggs(;ﬁ%sb;vtetm‘ selec(tied for 18 Volunteer
: , CT1ES, and maps of these camps

: supply, &e., were
depots were selected ‘and ~maps andprgggg(r)ge ofA ?’Z?l:::g

for detraining, &g

6
In 1900, out of correspondence on the subject of
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vision of tools for the preparation of the positions, the
p stion arose as to whether it would not be better to |
e navvies, to execute the proposed works, than
%lzﬁmteers, on whom reliance had been chiefly plaqed, for

In 1901, 2 committee which considered the subject Responsi-

scommended that— bility of the

r (1.) The Inspector-General of Fortifications gxhould %&%{zﬁg‘a
be entirely responsible for the execution of of the Inspee-
the necessary works ; for the preparation and tor-Greneral of
maintenance of plans; for the obtaining and Fortifications.
allotting of labour, making the fullest use of

labour supplied by the great contractors ; for

the transport of the labour to the place re-

quired ; for the housing and feeding of the

navvies; and for the provision of tools, &c.

He was to certify yearly that all the arrange-

ments were up to date. The only condition to

be that the work should be completed on the

eighth day from the issue of the order to

commence.

(2.) The Mobilization Division should keep the In- |
spector-General of Fortifications informed of
the Commander-in-Chief’s decisions as 1o the
occupation of the positions, on which decisions
the Inspector-General of Fortifications’ plans
and arrangements would be based. t

(3.) Officers appointed by the Inspector-General of |
Fortifications and the Mobilization Division
should constitute an informal committee to
carry out these proposals.

7. The recommendations of this committee were
approved, and in 1902 the Inspector-General of Fortifica-
tions took over the responsibility for the preparation of the
Positions (see Section VI.).

D f8. At the same time the whole subject of the London Revision of
inetenqe Positions was reconsidered, and owing to changes scheme.

o actical ideas and large alterations in the strength and
exigsag}lzamon of the Volunteer forces available, the then

of dmg arrangements were seen to be in some respects out

i ate and inadequate. It was therefore decided to

w}g)omt a fresh committee torevise the tactical dispositions,

N ere necessary, and bring the scheme up to date in every

| spect. This revision has not yet been completed.
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9. As however it was to be expected that this revisiop
would be a somewhat lengthy undertaking, a temporary
scheme was drawn up, so that an emergency might not
find us unprepared.

10. This temporary scheme, which is now (1903) in
force, is based on the 6-in. Maps A, mentioned above; the
dispositions, trenches, batteries, clearances, &c., shown on
these maps have not been altered, but certain amendments
in nomenclature have been made on the maps to enable
them to be utilized. A detailed description of the emstmg
arrangements will be found in Sections V. and IX., of this
handbook,
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[ —STRATEGICAL CONSIDERATIONS ON WHICH
tHE DETAILS OF THE LONDON DEFENCE
pOSITIONS HAVE BEEN WORKED OUT.

———

GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF DEFENCE.

1. Tt is in the first place assumed that no foreign power Invasion. ‘]
will attempt an actual invasion of the United Kingdom
- unless it has, by some means assured to itself, for a greater
or less period, the command of the intervening seas, for
antil this has been done, no expeditionary force of any size \‘

could be conveyed across them.

9. In the second place, the view has been adopted that Enemy’s
. the main objective of any enemy, attempting invasion, will objective.
mdoubtedly be London, owing to the disastrous effects
gpon Our power of resistance which its occupation would
produce, So long as the capital is intact, any other enter-
prises the invader might undertake would be of doubtful
advantage to him. On the one hand the capture of other
towns, or the occupation of other districts would exert
Little real influence on the course of the campaign, while
such towns or districts would inevitably again fall into
our hands if he was defeated ; on the other: hand, every
day would give increased strength and efficiency to our
Field Army, which sooner or later he would have to meet.

3. Upon these considerations combined with a recogni-
tion of the possibility of raids on a smaller scale, either in |
Ireland or against one of our great dockyards or arsenals, | |
the general scheme of the defence of the United Kingdom

is based.

OUTLINE OF THE DCHEME.

4. This scheme contemplates the organization for home
defence, of :—

(a.) A Field Army, whose composition and strength
will depend upon whether an expeditionary
force has been sent abroad or not, supported by

(b.) A large force of Volunteers organized in 10 divi-
sions, primarily intended for the occupation of
selected positions round London, and including
a suitable proportion of heavy Field Artillery.

- Sp—




Flirst concen-
tration,
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(¢.) Garrisons for the coast districts of the United
Kingdom, subdivided 1nto—

(I.) Garrisons of Fortresses and Defended
Mercantile Ports.

le Columns to prevent and
(1L M?jg?gai amall raids, and to maintain

internal order.

. The Field Army is intended to engage the enemy in
the 50p<'31;1 field, after ge has landed and his main advance
has declared itself. It is to be supported by the Volunteer
divisions; occupying the selected positions round London,
described in Section I1L

6. The General Officer Commanding the Field Army,
who will probably be the Commander-in-Chief, will also
command the ten (Volunteer) 'divisions; but these latter
will be more directly under the orders of two General
Officers, who will command those north and south of the
Thames, and will be styled General Officer Commanding
Northern Thames Defence and General Officer Commanding
Southern Thames Defence respectively.

7. Unless the British Fleet is permanently crippled,
and therefore unable to interfere in any way with the
transport of the invading troops. time will be an essential
element in ghe hostile General’s plans. In order to reach
London he will therefore probably attempt to disembark
his main force somewhere between Portsmouth and
Harwich, as this section of the coust gives access to the

shortest roads to London and include
landing plces. . S most of the best

out Yarmouth and
ility for an invader,

ncentration of the British

defending forces should be to the south ang east of

9. Hence the Field Arm _ '
1peri . Y covered by its o

EZ t;ge Ix]nperlal Yeomanry will, on concen{rationa‘{)alrg and

. aong a frong extendi y D€ distri-

Gravesend, where m og  from Aldersho by
will be prosideq o C?)Bigﬁegtfe lEvassag'e across the Thameg

Behind thig front and ip Second line (see Sectiop II-I)
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r divisions will be posted in the selected
Vgég&tigzs, six south of, and four north of the )

ier these Volunteer divisions are subse-
L E;zll;:flhﬁp in support of the Field Army, or whether
§quergi];rld Army falls back on one of the entrenched posi-
;t.he i second line, held by them, will be decided by the
:mllsral Officer Commanding the Field Army, and will
gengud on various circumstances, such as the strength
|oi?pthe enemy, the rapidity of his advance, and our own
' state of preparedness, especially as regards the organi-
gation of the Volunteer divisions. At the time when
the General Defence Scheme was first drawn up, the
organization of these troops was in a very elementary
state, and transpors, supply and medical services did not
exist. It was therefore unavoidable to assign to them a
strictly defensive rdle. Now, however, that they have
been grouped into divisions, with artillery allotted to them,
and that regimental transport has been sanctioned and the
nucleus of brigade transport, supply, and medical services
approved, it is hoped that before long they may be fairly

reckoned as mobile troops, available to act with the Field
Army.

11. At the same time their first duty is the occupation
of the selected defence positions round London, and the
completion of these positions for defence. (The arrange-
ments made for the preparation of these positions by civil

labour are described in Section VI, and the allotment of
the troops to them in Section IV.).

12. It is contemplated that should the General Officer Subsequent
Commanding the Field Army decide to fall back, it will be concentration.
Possible to mass the bulk of the Volunteer divisions on the
Particular position he may select, by the time the Field

Army reaches it, so that all ilable f -
con there, o avallable forces may be con

the decisive engacement with the
vader (see Section V). . e
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III.—DESCRIPTION OF THE LINE OF LONDON |
DEFENCE POSITIONS.

(See map at end.)

- General line, 1. The line of London Defence Positions extends, south
of the Thames, from & point 5 miles west of Guildford, on
the Hog’s Back, eastwards along the main chalk ridge, by
Dorking and Reigate, to the valley of the Darenth neur
Halstead, whence it follows the western slopes of that
valley as far as the Thames at Dartford.

- North of the Thames it extends north-westward through
Essex, from Vange on the Hole Haven Creek, by Laindon |
Brentwood and Kelvedon Hatch, to North Weald (Epping).

Positions. 2. It is proposed to entrench this line practically
throughout, but for tactical purposes it is divided into 10
regularly prepared positions, barring the principal roads |
which cross the line between the coast and London. Six
of these positions are south of the Thames, and four north |
of it; and some of them overlap slightly. They are res- |
pectively known by the following names ;: — b

Length in miles.
Guildford .. Nin - s . gt 732=mﬂes
Dorking ., oo .o . oe 13
Red Hill .. ok = 5 i il
Godstone .. 2 i ot s - DS

Westerham . i b st 7
Dal‘enth o0 ¢ o ) 7;‘

Laindon .. Y ola 5
Brentwood wh 4R

Kelvedon Hatch .. e :
North Weald ote - .

Extensions, 3. In addition, the Guildford and Darenth Positions will Q |
both have entrenchments thrown out on their left flanks |

4 mi.les and 32 miles long respectively, to be manned if' 4

required. These are known as the Shere and Darenth | |

Valley Extensions. "

At Guildford, Dorking and Red Hill there are advanced

positions, across part of the front, at a distance from i;he

main positions varying from 1 {o 3 miles.

iy
.. 43
el I
.. 6
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The length of the whole line is approximately 48 miles
lfouth of the Thames and 24 miles north of it, total 72
iniles. &3

f, 4, Besides this main' entren eﬂ line, there is the out- Wrotham.
lying position of WWrotham, which is of considerable
fimportance, as forming a connecting link between the
ondon Defence Positions and the fortress of Chatham, and
\s covering the bridge which it is proposed to construct at
& ravesend, to facilitate communication between the north
and south banks of the Thames.

¥ This position which is 4 miles long, is on the slopes
bove the village of Wrotham; it faces south and is
fintended to be occupied by one Infantry division. It bars
'the main road from Maidstone to London, and so hinders a
thostile flank movement on Farningham or Dartford.

1t is possible that, when the next revision takes place,
lthe main defensive line may be carried along the Wrotham
|heights to the Chatham fortifications on the Medway,
linstead of being carried back towards Dartford.

5. Small permanent works, serving the purpose of Mobilization
storehouses, for keeping in reserve the necessary tools and centres.
{ammunition in peace time, and to be used as tactical pivots
in war, have been constructed at the following points ; they
lare known as “ Mobilization Centres”—

{ : 3 ’ .

f‘:zt }?é‘sibion. Mobilization Centres.

Henley Grove.
Pewley Hill.
Denbies.
Boxhill.
Betchworth.

1
{ igate.
1
{

Guildford ... .. ..

Dorking.. .. >

, Red Hill se oo 00 East Merstham.
Fosterdown.
Woldingham.

W Westerham.
esterh.&m ee o0 ° . Halsteﬂ,d.

Darenth .. ,. . Farningham.
North Weald .. .. North Weald.

Godstone .. .. .

N The tools and ammunition for the Laindon Position are
| 18 ored at Tilbury, those for the Brentwood Position at

B Warley and tl . - 'y
B North Woald. 10se for the Kelvedon Hatch Position at




- -
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o

ile some of these works, e.g., Pewley Hill, Reigave,
andvg[glstead are well sited to command the country to the
front and to co-operate in the defence of the mwain posi]t.lon _'
others such as Henley Grove, Boxhill and Betchwort ‘ar
retired from view and would probably only be of value
as reduits, to he held with a view. to reoccupying th o
position shouid it have been temporarily forced near those
points. !

6. All the above-mentioned positions were reporte CH
upon in 1890 on the assumption that the force available for
the occupation of any one of them would be two Army 4
Corps of the Field Army and a certain number of Volunteer:)-
brigades and batteries. |

7. For each position a series of 6.in. maps (called:
Maps “A™) have been drawn up showing all the dis-
positions recommended for the troops, as well as the|
clearances, trenches, lateral communications and other
works, required for'the preparation of the position for
defence; other maps show the camps, water arrangements,
&c. (see Section IX.). |

8. Arrangements are being prepared by the Inspej'ctor-;
General of Fortifications to carry out all the necessary’

work by civil labour by the eighth day after the order to .

. ‘*

commerce has been given (see Section VL).

9. Each positi.on has been d'ivided “into a number .of
sections, distinguished by Roman numerals on the Maps

16

¥ {

owing to the fact that it was originally intended that the
troops occupying the ‘position should carry out. the, works
n it. A list of these sections is given in' Appendix B. )

.
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__GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE ALLOTMENT
[V~ VOLUNTEERS TO THE LONDON DEFENCE
pOSITIONS, AND OF THE ARRANGEMENTS
HAVE BEEN MADE FOR THEIR CON-

THAT |
CENTRATION FOR THE DEFENCE OF ANY

pARTICULAR POSITION.

—————e— s

A.—THE ALLOTMENT OF VOLUNTEERS.

1, The detail
Defence Positions, is given, in tabular form, in Appendix C.

The Royal Garrison Artillery (Volunteers), consisting of
ahout 30—4"7-1n. and 70—15-pr. 4-gun batteries, have been
allotted in the proportion of one brigade division of 4:7-in.
guns, and two brigade divisions of 15-prs. to each

osition.
g The Royal Engineers (Volunteers), consisting of about
have been allotted with their

115 fortress companies,
portion roughly to the number

number of companies in pro
of sections into which the different positions have been

divided for preparation.
The Infantry Volunteer brigades, numbering ab full

establishment about 150,000 men, have been allotted
approximately at the rate of 2,000 men per mile (calcu-
lating by establishments) to each position along the whole

line, as a preliminary measure.

2. The whole of the Volunteers allotted to each position
are organized as one division, under a (teneral Officer.
Hence  there are 10 divisions, beginning with the 22nd
(Volunteer) Division at Guildford, and numbering from

right to left of the whole line.

bei 3. The Royal Garrison Artillery (Volunteers) besides
aulgtg allotted to certain positions are, in the Tal.ol.e C,
whe ted to mobilization centres in the line of positions,
.c(mcnce they will draw part of their ammunition On
: entration.
in %‘ hlf bulk of the Royal Engineers (Volunteers), as shown
i Inspg le ¢, Appendix C, will be at the disposal of the
' them (f}tor‘GeUeral of fortifications as long as$ he requires
(3901' the purpose of preparing the positions.
2)

B

of Volunteers allotted to the London Allotment.
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4. A particular Volunteer brigade in each position,
has been allotted to that position on account of its|
being within more or less, easy reach of it, at its peace
head-quarters. This is in order that the officers of each of
these brigades may be able to obtain, in peace time, a
detailed knowledge of the peculiarities of the position to
which. their brigade is allotted, which will be: of great
value when the positions come to be manned. The intention
is, as will be seen later (Appendix D, Table D, Part 11.), to
leave each of these brigades permanently in its own
position, should the other brigades of its(ivision, (dbe
required to concentrate elsewhere, as it is expected that it
will be better qualified than a brigade from a distance to
occupy it to the best advantage. | ?

5. The above allotment is only to be considered as a
preliminary measure for placing the available troops in a
convenient position. from which they can be either moved
forward in support of the Field Army, or concentrated for
the defence of a particular position in the entrenched line.

6. Two General Officers will be appointed, one south and
one north of the Thames to command the Volunteer
divisions on the two sides. These officers will be styled |

_respectively Geueral Officer Commanding Northern, and ||
" Greneral Officer Commanding Southern Thames Defence.

Should concentration for defence on a particular position
be ordered, one of these officers will take command of that
position on his own side of the Thames, until the arrival, on ||

~ the spot, of the General Officer Commanding the Field Army.

B.—ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONCENTRATION FOR THE DEFENCE'
OF A PARTICULAR LonpoN Derexce Posrrion. - |

Concentration (- ohould the General Officer Commanding Field Army
on one - at any time decide to fall back on one of the London Defence
position. Positions, and for that purpose consider it desirable to
concentrate the London defence Volunteers on a particular
position, and in its vicinity, the following arrangementsl
- have been made for carrying out the movement. On

receipt of the order * Concentrate on the
position,” by either of the General Officers Communding
the Southern or Northern Thames Defence, he will com;ﬁ
. municate the order to the General Officer Commanding the
(Volunteer) division in each London Defence Position on hlsﬂ
own side of the River Thames. These General Officers
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: Volunteer) divisions will then proceed
Cf”%’?ilég;gg in( paragraph 11; this will concentrate the
e 'uite pumber of Volunteer brigades and batteries in the
req}ItI%u selected, as shown on Maps A (see Section IX. and
poet 1ndix B). Besides this, there will be a complete
‘}pﬁlenteer {ivision (less some of its batteries in certain
\Zes) 1y the " position or positions adjoining the one
cases)» = 4 one Volunteer brigade, with a proportion of
guns, in each of the remaining positions.

The remaining Volunteer ~ brigades, not allotted to
specific posts in the position, will be held at his disposal in
Leserve, in rear of the position selected. The remaining
Volunteer batteries will be available for reinforcing the
patteries already in position, wherever there may be room,
or their presence is required. |

Some of the (Volunteer) divisions, varying according to
the position chosen, will be temporarily broken up for the

purposes of this concentration.

8. Table D (Parts L and IL.), Appendix D, shows for
each London Defence Position the proposed location of each
pattery and brigade when the concentration has been
carried out, and (Part IIL.) the places where the reserves
will be.

9. The trenches, &c., shown on Maps A, as occupied or
available for regular troops, will then be unoccupied ; they
have been designed in each position, with a view to their
occupation Dby the regular troops of two Army-Corps,
which, it has been assumed, will in any case be available
for the purpose, should the Field Army fall back on one of
these positions.

Neither the extensions at Guildford (Shere) or Darenth
Valley, nor the Wrotham Position will be occupied in the
first instance, unless specially ordered by the (General
Officer Commanding;, Field Army.

o 10, Should the General Officer Commanding, Field Army,
noige to bring the Volunteer divisions occupying positions
Ol‘del-o-f the Thames to the south side, or vice versd, special
efcn':s to th.a,t effect will have to .be _lssued. The bridge,
b e-mentioned, at Gravesend is .mtended to faeilitate
Sk tﬁ.movement.. It is hoped that time tables for carrying
his movement in part by rail, may be prepared shortly.

Tet‘elii. On the order referred to in paragraph 7, being
o ived from the General Officer Commanding, Pield Army,
centrate on a particular position, each unit or formation

(392) B
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told off in Table D (Appendix D) either to a lettered locality
or as in reserve in that position, will proceed thither, by
order of the General Officer Commanding the Volunteer
division, to which it is originally allotted.

By referring to Appendix B of this handbook, the
Officer Commanding wunit, or brigade, will discover In
which section of the particular position, the lettered
locality to which he is to proeeed, is included; and by
then referring to the Map B, in which that position 18
shown, he will be able to see the situation of the section
in question. The different sections of each position are
shown on the Maps B by Roman numerals in red, as
described in Section IX. of this book. .

Those units or formations, including Royal Engineers
(Volunteers), which are not shown in Table D opposite to the
name of the position where concentration is to take place,
will remain in the positions to which they were originally
allotted, which they will occupy with a view to preventing
wide turning movements, &c.

The lettered brigades and gun groups in Table D
refer to the 6-in. Maps A of the positions. The lettering is
from the right of each position.

12. Troops moving from one London Defence Position to
another, for purposes of reinforcement or concentration,
must move by the lateral communications, marked on
Map B (see Section IX.), (south of the Thames, U, W. X, Y,
and north of the Thames, X, Y, Z). These will have been
prepared in rear of the line of positions for that purpose.
Those marching from each position must be distributed,
as far as possible, over the different roads, the - best
road (U south of the Thames and X or Y north of it),
being selected for the artillery and baggage. They will
take their transport and supplies for the day following the

day of march with them, also their ammunition, but not
their tents, which will remain i situ.

Nore.—Those Royal Garrison Artillery (Volunteers),
mentioned in paragraph 1 of this section as being armed
with 15-prs., are still mostly armed with 40-pr., 20-pr., and
16-pr. R.M.L. guns. In this handbook, where 13-pr:
batteries are spoken of, these batteries, which have nof
yet been rearmed, are included. Table C, Appendix U

shows which batteries are, or will be, armed with 4-7-inch,
and which with 15-pr. guns.
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7—DESCRIPTION OF THE EXISTING ARRANGE-
" MENTS FOR THE PREPARATION AND MANNING
oF LONDON DEFENCE POSITIONS, AND THE
TIME AND MANNER OF THEIR APPLICATION.

be laid down beforehand, but as no large force could be
thrown on our shores without our having some warning
from abroad, it may be taken that they would only be
prepared and occupied when it became known that pre-
parations for an invasion were in progress.

9. Since, however, our plans for meeting such an attempt
might require, in time of war, to be carried ont with the
least possible delay, the scheme for preparing and occupy-
ing the positions for defence has been drawn up on the
principle that everything must be complete on the eighth
day after the issue of the order to commence.

3. It does not necessarily follow that both the pre-
paration of the positions for defence and their occupa-
tion by the treops allotted to them will proceed concur-
rently. Orders will be issued by Army Head-quarters
according' to circumstances at the time.

4. Apart, however, from the question of preparing the
positions for defence (the procedure of which is described
in Section VI.), the following measures will be taken as soon
as it is decided that the positions are to be occupied :—

ordered to mobilize at once. As each brigade
or artillery corps reports its component umts
to be fully mobilized, they will be ordered to
proceed to the place of concentration of their
brigade or brigade division, where they
should arrive at their full establishment.
The place of concentration for ea_a.ch. brigade
is the camping ground told off to 1t, n rear of
the London Defence Position, to which it 1S
allotted,in Table C, Appendix C. The various
troops will there be organized 1uto divisions
as shown in the same table.

1. The actual circumstances under which the London Time of
pefence Positions would be prepared and occupied cannot application.

(@) The Volunteers allotted to the London Defence Preparations
Positions, if not already mobilized, will be o mobiliza-

tion and
concentration.
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(b.) A General Officer with a suitable staff will },
appointed to command each (Volunteer) divi.
sion allotted to a London Defence Positioy.
This officer will proceed to the position where
his division coucentrates at the earliest
possible moment, and will be responsible for
everything comnected with his division and H
the position to-which it is allotted. His duties
in detail are given in paragraph 5. The
following are the sites suggested for the head.-
quarters of (Volunteer) divisions :—

(Volunteer)

Division. Position. Head-quarters.

22nd oo | Gruildford .. oo | * White Lion,” Guildford.
231‘(1. . e Dorking o0 'l WeSt Hu-mble.

24th. . .| Red Hill &, «« | Merstham House.

25th.. ..| Godstone .. .| Woldingham.

26th.. .. | Westerham .. | Highfield House, Knockholt.

27th.. oo | Darenth .. «« | Green Court, Crockenhill.

28th.,  ...| Laindon ..  ..| Langdon Hill Hall,
20th. . .. | Brentwood ..| Brentwood.

30th.. «« | Kelvedon Hatch ..| Kelvedon Hatch.
3lst.. ««| North Weald .| Theydon Place, Epping.

(c.) A General Officer with head-quarters at Croydon
will 'be appointed to command the London
Defence Positious south of the Thames, and a
General Officer with head-quarters at Warley
will be appointed for the same purpose north
of the Thames. These officers will be pro-
vided with suitable  staffs -and will be the
channel of communication between the General
Officer Commanding, Field Army, and the
General Officers Commanding Volunteer Divi-
sions in the London Defence Positions.

General 5. The duties of a General Officer Commanding a (Volun-
Officer Com-  teer) Division in the London Defence Positions will be as
Voluner)  Tollows :—

olunteer)
Division.

(a.) He will proceed at the earliest possible moment
with his staff to the Lobdon Defence Position
to which his division is allotted.

—————
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d e will make himself acquainted. with ¢ S |
(b.) 'Ietents of this book and with the othert};eem;grg
maps, &c., with which he will be provided a,‘;,
the earliest possible moment, if practicable
upon the first indication of hostilities (see
gection IX.).

(c) fle will superintend the marking out and estab-
lishment of the camps for his division, in
accordance with the arrangements shown on
the maps provided, and give directions on any
point where these are found to be deficient or
impracticable. He will decide any difficulties

that may arise with the local authorities.

(d.) He will take command of the component parts®
of his division as they arrive at their places
of concentration, and will see that the
brigades and divisional troops are properly
organized, and that the supply, transport and
edical services (see Sections VIL and VIIL)
are in working order.

(¢.) If a hostile force has actually landed, he will put
out a line of outposts and take all necessary
measures of security to protect his camps and
the parties at work on the defensive prepara-
tions of his position.

(f.) He will inspect the ammunition which his troops
have brought with them, and see that the
brigade divisions of Royal Garrison Artillery
(Volunteers) complete their ammunition, from
the mobilization centres, to which they are

“allotted in Table C, Appendix C.

(9.) He will employ all available time at his disposal in
pressing forward the organization and training
of his division, to improve its mobility and
efficiency, so that it may be ready, at the
earliest possible moment, t0 take its place
alongside of the Field Army proper, should it

Wt} be required to do so.

u

in Ta}ﬂl(ge Fortress Companies, Royal Engineers (Volunteers) showx,
tiong will. as at the disposal of the In’spector-General of Fortifica-
v""‘l‘n’in s after the Inspector-General of Fortifications has received
TN tgbto be ready to begin work (see Section V1., paragraph 3),
(v - und,er the command of the Greneral Officer Oomrp&n(i_lng
r) Divisions until the Inspector-Geneml of Fortificafions

requires them.

Ongey

-
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k) He will give every assistance in his power to the
() repres%ntativesy of the Inppector-Genera.l of
Fortifications, who are carrying out tI;e prepara-
tion for defence of the different sections of hig
position, and will, as far as possible, provide
any working parties and the necessary tools
that they may apply for. (N.B.—Some of the
dispositions, works, &c., shown on Maps A of
the positions will have become inapplicable
since the last revision, owing to new buildings,
young woods, &c., having sprung up. The
plans will be revised from time to time, but
should this scheme be put into force before
being brought up to date, the General
Officer Commanding each position will be
responsible that the necessary alterations are
carried out. For this purpose he must confer
with the representatives of the Inspector-
General of Fortifications referred to above).
After the civilian labour has been withdrawn,
he will satisfy himself as to the sufficiency of
the defensive preparations, and make such
improvements or additions as he may think
fit, or as time allows of, with the troops under
his command; he should especially try to
increase the field of fire by extra. clearances,
wherever possible, and take and mark on the

ground the ranges from the various lines of
trenches.

() He will cousider and carry out all the necessury
preparations, in case his position should be

selected for the Field Army to fall back upon,
and for the Volunteers fro 1

(see Table D, Appendix D
for ensuring, as far as possible, the proper
supply of ammunition, water, food, &c., for the
additional troops, and for enabling them to
move, without confusion, into their proper
places in the position (see Appendix B for Dis-
positions in each Position),

(k) He will

effective occupation and defence of his position
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jace on one of the ofher positi '

gf such an eventuality hI:a wi(l)ll,lsz;s I:s%o;le:v
possible, prepare orders ready for issue at :
moment’s mnotice to each body of troops
pelonging to his division, so that it may knolz;v
exactly to what place and by what Toad it
marches, in order to concentrate, as shown in
Table D, on any one of the other positions.
In every case he will himself remain or march
with whichever part of his division is largest.
If ordered to concentrate on a position on the
other side of the Thames, he will move there
with his whole division in accordance with the
instructions he receives. When he leaves his
position with part of his division, he will
appoint the senior officer remaining to com-
mand the troops left behind, leaving him the
necessary maps and instructions.

(1) He will report daily to the General Officer
Commanding the positions on his side of the
Thames, as to the progress of the preparation
of his position, the arrival of the parts of his
division, the progress of its organization and
training, and on any difficulties he may have
encountered which he has not himself been
able to surmount.

6. The maps, reports, &c., which the General Officers
Commanding Volunteer Divisions, and ofhers, will have in
their possession, are described in Section IX. These reports
deal chiefly with matters of detail too bulky for insertion
n this book.
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VL—ARRANGEMENTS, UNDER THE INSPECTOR.
GENERAL OF FORTIFICATIONS, FOR pRrp.
PARING THE WORKS IN. THE LONDQy
DEFENCE POSITIONS BY CIVIL 'LABOUR,

1. The responsibilities which rest upon the Inspector.
Geveral of Fortifications, as given in Section I, para-
graph 6 (i), are here briefly recapitulated. .

The Inspector-General of Fortifications is charged
with—

(@) The execution of all the defences by eivil labour,
and their completion within 8 days from the
receipt of an order to commence work.,

(¢.) The preparation and maintenance of the neces.
sary plans in time of peace, and the elabora-
tion of \all arrangements for obtaining labour,
allotting it, and carrying out the work.

Full advantage will be taken of the offers
of the great contracting firms to place as
many of their men as possible (fully organized
in gangs, with their own foremen, overseers,
&c.) at the disposal of the military authorities
in time of emergency.

(¢.) The transport of the labour, tools and plant,
supplies, and necessary camp equipage to the
places where it is required. :

(d.) The housing and feeding of the men.
(e.) The provision of tools and plant,

(f) Thg question’ of the actual payment for the work
one,

2. The following organization is being worked up fo,
by him, and will, it is hoped, be completed before long :—
(a.) The great firms of contractors, who have offered
assistance, will be kept informed of the
localities where their men will be employed,
and for this purpose the approximate number
of men available will be periodicallyascertained

from them and allotment made accordingly.
(0.) Portions of the work which, for any reason, it i
not convenient to allot to contractors, will be
Carried out by labour locally collected, or by
the companies of Royal Engineers (Volunteel’a)
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ghown as placed at the Inspect
Fortifications’ disposal, in Tabqgc(gngeue’i?] of
) For the direction of the work two s,eni%lgeé]f;ilcx .

robably of Royal Engineers (reserve list er.s];,
be detailed in peace time as Chief Engine (_)3 will
one for qach side 'of the Thames. Tlrlse—
officers Wll_l keep themselves thoroughl a,ie
quainted with the defensive line of whichythe »
have charge, with the ground in advance of iz
and with all the various arrangements under
which the works are to be executed. .

In war time they will carry out the work
in direct: communication with the Inspector-
General of Fortifications, and, for facility of
access, will be attached to the staffs of the
General Officers Commanding Northern and
Southern. Thames Defence, respectively
(Section V., paragraph 4 (c)). |

They will be responsible for keeping the
Paymaster, Home District, informed of the
approximate amount required—

(1.) For payment of contractors, both work

and catering ;
(2.) By Commanding Royal Engineers for
cash disbursements;
and will have under them a staff of officers
(probably Royal Engineer Reserve and Royal
Engineer Volunteers, vide paragraph d) to
supervise the oxecution of the works, and t0
prepare pay lists. ' _
The officers, probably Royal Engineer
(Reserve), selected ~as Commanding Royal
Engineers of Positions will be appointed
during peace time, in order that, under their

Chief Engineer, they may make thexpselves
a«Cquaintegé with the ground and with the
works they will have charge of. "
The pay lists will be as simple as pos?llb e.
They will not, as @ rule, be _prepared on
measurements, but on tbe basis of a days

I—EE med
pay to each man employed, SInCe it 18 BREHE <
that, in defence of his country, every, mant?zleﬂ
work his hardest withoub Ogasr mc({?:ml 50
The rate of- pay to be 8VeT per fixed, as

different classes of labour will be
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soon ag an emergency arises, by the Inspe,.
General of Fortifications, and may be, perhy

double ordinary current rates, including ¢,
day of starting to join and one day gfie,
leaving the works. The pay earned by ¢gy,.
tractors’ men will be paid to the contractqy
plus 10 per cent., the latter sum representing
the contractors’ profif, and relieving thq
Government from all liability in regard i,
subsequent claims of any kind whatsoever,

(d.) Contractors’ men will bring with them picks anq
shovels, but a reserve of 10 per cent. of these,
and a full supply of all other tools requireq,
both for contractors’ men and for laboyr
directly employed, will be kept stored in the
various mobilization centres.

(¢.) Bach position will be in charge of a Commanding
Royal Engineer (probably Royal Engineer
Reserve), who will have under him one or mope
battalions of Royal Engineers (Volunteers),
the officers of which will constitute his sub-
positiorr and section officers, and will under
his direction with their non-commissioned
officers and sappers—

(1.) Assist the contractors by marking out
the works required according to the plans
and diagrams which will have been supplied fo
them, and by explaining the military objects
of these works.

(2.) Undertake such work as preparing
houses and villages for defence, carrying out
demolitions, making cover over trenches in
rear of the firing trenches, constructing wire
entanglements, turfing and concealing slopes.
and other details of a military technical nature.

(/) A sufficient number of tents and blankets for the
use of the navvies will be stored at or near
the mobilization centres,

(7.) Arrangements in general terms will be made

3 with certain leading catering firms to supp!y
and issue provisions at the various navvies
camps on the emergency arising. The posi-
tions of the camps will be indicated, and the

general scheme of supply settled, with a fix
scale per man,
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. As has been already stated in Section -
agill%’ it is assumed that no invasion of thIc;[ .bg?{:d
%riu"‘ Jom can be attempted by any foreign Power before o
decﬁfation of war, or until it has found means to obtain
e greater oF less period the command of the intervening
o and it follows that a considerable time—at the least
: dayS“Wl” elapse between the warning that the works
Jay have to be carried out, and the actual order to execute
theﬂﬁ aring this interval the following preliminary arrange-
pents will be made :—

On receipt of warning.

(a.) Notice will be issued to the great contractors to
ascertain and communicate to the Inspector-
General of Fortifications the actual numbers of
men they can furnish for the works already
allotted to them, and where these men are at
the time employed.

(b.) The Inspector-General of Fortifications’ officers
in charge of positions will be given their
printed instructions, and those for the sec-
tional officers under them, accompanied by the
necessary plans and diagrams, and will be
ordered to proceed to their posts, and there
await the companies of Royal Engineers
(Volunteers) allotted to the several positions.

The Inspector-General of Fortifications will,
in communication with the Quarter-Master-
General, take steps to ensure that orders are
issued as to the exact destination of each of
these companies, and that arrangements are
made for their conveyance thither, when he
requires them, and for lodging and feeding
them as long as they are under his orders.

When these arrive all preliminary action
will be locally taken for—

(1.) Pitching camps for the civil labourers,
and obtaining such accommodation as may be
available in villages in, and in advance of, the
defensive line.

(2.) Selecting parks for the tools and plant

required at each camp, and arranging the tools
ready for issue to camps at the wvarious

mobilization centres.
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(3.) Completing arrangements = for Watep
supply in camps and for procuring water-caytg
for supplying the men when at work,

(4.) Inviting and preparing lists of labourgy,
resident in the district who are willing to wop,
if called upon.

(5.) Arranging for cottages or tents for ,
small hospital in connection with each cam )
and for civil medical attendance if possible,

The navvies will only be present on the
work for a-week at most, and it is probablg
that the treatment of accidents only need he
considered.

(6.) Any other necessary arrangements, the
officers being in constant communication with
the Inspector-General of Fortifications at the

- War Office.

The head-quarters of officers in charge of
sections will be at the navvy camps for those
‘sections. Each Commanding Royal Engineer of
a position will select his own head-quarters
with reference to convenience of communica-
tion and supervision, and will inform his Chief
Engineer and subordinate officers of its
location, which will not thereafter be changed.

(c.) Arrangements will be finally completed with the
catering 'firms that have been selected for
feeding the men to despatch 7 days’ supplies
10 each camp on receipt of orders.

(d.) Arrangements (in communication with the
General Officer Commanding Lines of Com-
munication-—vide Section VIL., paragraph 9)
will be made with the railway companies
concerned for the transport to the wvarious
camps, on receipt of instructions—

(3.) Of the navvies and their tools ;
(2.) Of the supplies required for them ;

and the officers and contractors concerned wil
be informed of these arrangements. i

The navvies should be timed to reach fhel;
camps ou the third day from the receipt © A
the order, or, at latest, on the fourth day.

(e.) The Telegraph Department will be informed Of
any branch lines necessary to place the campP?
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ters of Officers Commanding

and head-quar . :
tion with the nearest

ggitions in connec
egraph station.

Order to commence work.

3
: 2 a5, il
order to commence work will, it is presumed,

tel

The : :
arl%. with it quthority to enter upon private land and
¢
| M | Sn
puilldinE® . o ¢ this order telegrams will be sent—

On reoeip |
(@) To each of the great contractors to despatch
in accordance with the

their men and tools,
arrangements already communicated to them.
p.) To the catering contractors to send supplies as

(
already arranged. |
(c.) To the oficers in charge of positions to erect

camps for navvies, form parks and draw and
lay out tools in them, and commence marking

out works, &c.
These important matters their section officers

will be able to carry out with the men of their
own companies of Royal Engineers (Volunteers).
The concentration, therefore, at: the positions,
of the Royal Engineers (Volunteers) as soon as
possible after mobilization is most important.

5. The positions, sections, camps, snd number of Royal
.~ Engineer Reserve and Volunteer officers and companies

- required are as follnws :— L

R.E.
| (Volunteers).
: - ===
=
| Positions. 4 | S 2
| | g 'é 9;5 g og
| g = | 88| 8 =
' = |8 |24 | 8| 8
| . V) (@) @) (@) Q
Mgl Sourn OF THAMES.
; ]L—-Guildford and Shere .. 24 i 1 35 17
HI.-Dorking N o | 27 6 1 37 16
| I‘}—Redhin i3 o I () Vi 1 | 86 | 12
| V-—Godetone o e 17 4 1 25 9
~Westerham and 16 4 1 2b 7
VI Wrotham.
~—Darenth and Darent 20 7 1 32 11%
Valley. . R I
Total .. | 129 | 385 g | 190 | 72% "

: \
e e

Ry et g
It S i -
— —
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R.E.
Positions. @ = g %

@ "2 - - ‘
B 2|58 8|2
s | 8 |€F| g€ | B
177 &} o o @'

Nort oF THAMES.
VII.—-L&indOn e e 9 2 1 15 6
VIII.—Bl‘entWOOd .o ’a 17 4 1 25 13
I1X.—EKelvedon Hatch S (T 5 1 26 6
Motal ..| 54 | 14 | 4 | 84 | 81

In each position there will be—

1 officer (Royal Engineer Volunteers) in command of
each section.

1 officer (Royal Engineer Volunteers) to assist the
commandants of each camp.

1 Field officer (Royal Engineer Volunteers) to super-
vise each half of the position and any detached
portion of a position,

1 Commanding Royal Engineer (probably Royal
Engineer Reserve) in charge, with at least 1
officer to assist him.

Each of the two Chief Engineers (one north and one
south of the Thames) will require at least 4 assistant
officers. i

The above table shows that 103} companies out of
those available will be absorbed on the works until they
are completed.

This leaves a few companies for subsequent special
allotment by the Chief Engineers, should the Genersl
Officers Commanding not require them for other purposes.

6. The duties of the officers in charge of sections and
positions are detailed in the special instructions which

accompany the plans and diagrams of the works to b?
executed, vide paragraph 3 (b).

.. 7- The strengths of the working parties required in the
different sections vary considerably, and the men for tW°
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r more sections must oft
o :

en be lodged in q
his case the Commandapt of the
Z&Ction oﬂicel’.

ne
Camp will ba

Camy, In
the 8enjop
8. In carrying oug the Works, those of most importa,nce
11 be execnted first, n ordey that, if {; 0 i

;f)lr the whole, the positi

1S not, available
Ons may foun fairly Prepared
throughout for defence g5 o ly as POssible aftey the worle
has begun,

9. Where the works

Arranged fq, by the Tnspectop.
General of Fort-iﬁca,tious. have becomeg ;
to new houses, &c., havip

1mpractica,ble OWin
£ been built.or
and alterations of more thanp 4

’
Minop charactey have
e necessary, hig representative on i} 0
bﬁﬁgﬁ}t the General Officer Comm g the position ag 44
She'alteratious to be earrieq out,

& troops, allotted to his
position, for fatigue parties, informing him of the number

the subject,

12. When the worksare completed, tfn]e Eog:énEsvggfﬁifg
(Volur;teers) Fortress Compimm?stliat,itﬁ - ai;‘irons ' receivlel
| 0 .. .’ .
Ilnél " ?rlemI lllnsigfi?lj‘;?ne I::et":;aa(Voluntefar)oD1v1s2.1onzs to whic
gﬁe? :.re C;llotted in Table C, Appendix C.
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VIL—BASE, LINES OF COMMUNICATION AND

ADVANCED DEPOQTS.

1. The organization of the lines of eommunication fop
home defence, which include those for the London Defence
Positions, is based on the following assumptions :—

(1.) That the troops to be supplied are—
North of the Thames (Essex), not more than—

2 Cavalry brigades.

3 Imperial Yeomanry Field Army.
brigades.

2 Army-Corps.

4 (Volunteer) divisions.

1 Imperial Yeomanry
brigade.

And south of the Thames, not more than—

2 Cavalry brigades.

5 Imperial Yeomanry
brigades.

3 Army-Corps.

6 (Volunteer) divisions.

‘ : London Defence
2 lmperial Yeomanry l, . 4
brigades. ’ Positions.

London Defence
Positions.

Field Army.

(2.) That the operations for the defence of London
are not likely to extend beyond say 4 weeks.

(3.) That two sets of conditions must be kept in
view, viz, +—

(a.) The situation, at the outset, of the Field
Army and the London defence troops,
when distributed by divisions, &e., to their
strategic places of concentration, both

north and south of the Thames, before
invasion has actually taken place.

(8.) Their situation when concentrated—as far as
possible—either north or south of the
Thames, to meet the invader, after he has
landed and when his line of advance has
become approximately known.

(4.) That the (Volunteer) divisions, allotted to the
London Defence Positions, will naturally be
less mobile than the Field Army proper.

o — — e e - - - = -
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“' That the gupply of _food, ammunition, and
(0.) : remounts, will be the most important

I)OSSIb].y v )
duty of the lines of communication staffs; of
ordnance and other reserve stores, com-
aratively little should be required, for such a
sh()l‘t. perio
, The control of the lines of communication and the Greneral
0 cupplyin the Army 1n the field will be vested in a Officer Com-
daty *1 Officer Commanding Lines of Communication, who ’I’jf‘“d'“ a
<1l have ander his orders a General Officer and staff for each mﬁfc:tio;: R
W communication. He will arrange as to the number '
ication required and the area within

s of communi 1
hich, and the troops for which each should work. The
Wuartél'-Master-General at Head-quarters, working with his
own office staff, will probably be appointed General Officer
ommanding Lines of Communication.
3. London will be the base of operations and the main Base of opera-
depots of supplies and ammunition will be established close tons.
{0-=
(1.) Nine
(2.) Supply Depét, Woolwich.
(3.) Bishopsgate Goods Station, for the force north
of the Thames.
These places are in connection with the advanced depdts

und with one another (see map at end).
The offices and quarters of the Head-quarters Staff of

the Lines of Communication will be in easy communication
with the base depdts, probably at th

e War Office. Officers’
quarters, &c., for the depot personnel, will be located at or
near each of them.

4. The existing establishments
Sﬂpply Of —

Elms Goods Station. For the force south
of the Thames.

connected with the

(1.) Clothing.
(2.) Stationery.
(3.) Medical stores.

(4.) Veterinary stores,

W. P -

ax-lél igx obably remain as at present, as these establishments
Of the or near London, and comparatively small quantities
ltself se stores are likely to be required except at the base

The Main Ordnance Depot will remain at Woolwich.
(392) C 2
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5. For each line of communication there will be formeq.__
(@) A general depdt for personnel (including
infantry).

(b.) A remount depdt.

The various barracks in London will probably be avail.
able for these.

Hospitals, 6. A scheme is being worked out under the Divector.
General, Army Medical Service, for the esta_,bhshment of
base hospitals for 20,000 sick and wounded in public ang

other existing buildings in London.
7. Supplies will in the first instance need to be pro-
vided for two different sets of troops.

(a) The Field Army, at its strategic places of con-

centration ;
(5.) The Volanteers in the London Defence Positions,
Advanced 8. Advanced depdts have been selected so as to supply
depdts. hoth forces. The following railway stations have been

examined, and found suitable for the purpose, as far as the
London Defence Positions are concerned. They are all
close to main roads (see map at end).

South of the Thames.
R Guildford (S'W.R. and 8.E. & C.R.) for Volunteers in
Guildford Position.
3 Leatherhead (SW.R. and L.B. & S.C.R.) for Volun-

teers in Dorking Position.

Purley Junction (L.B. & S.C.R.) for Volunteers in
Red Hill Position.

Caterham (8.E. & C.R.) for Volunteers in Godstone
Position.

Upper Warlingham (L.B. & S.C.R.) for part of the
Volunteers in Westerham Position,

Orpington (S.E. & C.R.) for Volunteers in Westerham
Position.

Swanley Junction (S.E. & C.R.) for Volunteers il I

Darenth Position.

North of the Thames.
Upminster (L.T. & 8.R.) for Volunieers in LaindoD

Position and part of those in Brentwood Positiol

=
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\ 4 (G.E.R.) for Vplunteers in Brentwood and
b dig:{(:%dcgur Hatch Positions.

. (G.ER.) for Volunteers in North Weald
Ejvf’%z;ingon and) part of those in Kelvedon Hatch

Position.
hese will probably be changed as events develop.

g. The working of the railways up to the advanced Railways.
sts. inclusive, will, as far as possible, remain in the

depgs‘:)f their ordinary civilian staffs, under the General

l())‘g‘:cer (Commanding Lines of Commqnicat_ion, exercised
ihrough the Director of Railways and his assistants. .

" Their management in front of the advanced depbts will
also be left largely to the civilian staffs, working under
ihe Director of Rallways until the actual zone of opera-
fions is reached, when it will pass, but only when abso-
lutely necessary, into the hands of the military authorities.

10. Similarly all arrangements for supply in front of Supply.
the advanced depdts will be entirely under military control
and supervision, although the actual personnel of the
transport must be largely drawn from civilian sources.

11. The reserve food supplies to be held at the base and
advanced dep6ts, will be—

At each base depot .. .. 16 days.
At each advanced dep6t .. 6 , -

12, Supply parks will be formed carrying three days’
supply for all troops in front of the advanced depéts, thus

gwing a total of 25 days’ supplies in hand behind the
ro0ps.

. 15, Suitable staffs will be told off to the General Officer Lines of Com-
8ommandmg Lines of Communication, to each General munication
ficer Commanding a line of communication, to the bage Stelfs.

depst commandants and to th ‘
e advanced d 'O~
wandants, o ¢ epot com
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VIIL—AMMUNITION, CAMPS, TRANSPORT, SUPPL.y
TELEGRAPHS, MEDICAL, AND VEIERINARy
ARRANGEMENTS.

1. Volunteer Infantry will bring with them to the,
places of concentration, 300 rounds of Service small-apy,
ammunition per man. Of this, 200 rounds is stored in {},
distriet in which they mobilize, and will be drawn there by
them: 100 rounds is in possession of units and will |
carried by the men. _

The Royal Garrison Artillery (Volunteers) will bring
with them the ammunition they hold on corps charge, anj
will draw, as soon as possible after they arrive at their
places of concentration, the ammunition stored for each
battery at the mobilization centre (in the London Defence
Positions), to which it is allotted in Table C, Appendix C,
The 4-7-in. batieries will receive by rail at their places
of concentration, the ammunition which is stored for them
at Woolwich.

The distribution of Service ammunition, which amounts
to 500 rounds per gun, will be as follows in peace :—

47-in, 15-pr. *
On corps charge,. .. .. 48 148
In mobilization centres .. 300 302
At Woolwich .. .. .. 152
Total per gun .. 500 500

Replenishment of ammunition will be carried out from
the advanced depbts.

2. On mobilization, each Velunteer unit and brigade ot
divisional staff, allotted to the London Defence Positions, ‘}"l
obtain under regimental arrangements, or be issued with,
transport on a fixed scale. Camp equipment will as a gener?
rule be drawn by units in the districts in which they mobilize-

Under orders of the Geuneral Officers Commandilg
Volunteer Infantry brigades and of the Officers Commﬂﬂflt’
ing Royal Garrison Artillery (Volunteer; Corps, effl—l_ﬂ’:

# See Note on page 20.
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1o igade staffs and A i

peluding briga rmy Service-Corps

B S an dvanee ey i e

port t0 carry the camp equipment of the unit to its place of

Loncentration.  This advanced party will take with it the

ca'mpl eqmlc)]ment ofd tgv?numt and its own rations and foracve

or three days, an prepare the camp al o th

{mit- to which it belongs. B {Boted e tho
Divisxonaltgtaﬁ‘s .ﬁ'lll s%nd similar advanced parties
These parties will probably arrive on the er .

ith day of mobilization, ktoutdton.she

3, The advanced parties will be followed, probabl
the 7th day of qlobilization, by the units to, Evhich %Ilg?’
pelong, who will supply themselves with food for the
journey and the d.a,y of arrival, and will, besides, bring with
them 2 days’ rations for all ranks and 2 days’ forage for
Lhorses, together with all equipment which has not already
been sent.

When the units have arrived on the ground, it will be
the duty of brigade and divisional commanders to organize
the necessary supply columns, to work between the
advanced depdts and the troops, from the surplus transport
of units and from the brigade Army Service Corps com-
panies, whose scale of transport has been calculated to
permit of this.

4, Supplies of food and forage will be carried out, as far
as possible by rail, to the advanced depots.

5. A camping ground, which is also its place of con-
centration, is being selected for each unit, including staffs,
in rear of the London Defence Position to which it is
allotted in Table C, Appendix C. The position of these
camp sites will be shown on the camp maps, which are
distributed on mobilization, (se¢ Section IX.), and which will
give the requisite information as regards water supply, com-
munications, &c.

6. Water companies will be required to lay the necessary water.

Pipes aund taps for conveying water to the various camps,
and householders will be requested to keep their CISterns
and tanks full and to keep their pumps 1 @ condition for

constant work. The payment of expenses will in every
case be guaranteed. i ornose
M&ps and memoraunda will be drawn up for this pml:;?'u
or issue to water companies and householders, a-ufl celr tlll\
#Tangements will be come to between the former and the
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Tnspector-General of Fortifications, with a view to g
pediting the work when the emergency arises. 5

7. Volunteer Brigade Beal:el' (_'Jompanies with thejp
ambulances will accompany their brigades to the places o
concentration and will, with the medical officers belongiy
to units, form nuclei for the necessary field hospitals, &g,

It is expected that important assistance will be obtaineg
from the medical profession in London and suburbs.

The cases that can be moved will be taken fo the base

hospitals. .
Sites for field hospitals and dressing stations are being

selected in rear of each position.

8, Under present arrangements the additional veteri.
nary officers, farriers and shoeing-smiths required fo attend
to the horses and other animals belonging to the batteries
Royal Garrison Artillers (Volunteers) and other transport
of the (Volunteer) divisions, will be provided from civilian
sources,
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:  gSCRIPTION OF THE MAPS, BOOKS, REPORTS,
x~PP ONNECTED WITH THE SUBJECT, AND

(s
;HEIR DISTRIBUTION.

tribution of copies of this Handbook, and of
(ans © A7 and ¢ B in peace and on mobilization, is given
: }3 P ndix A. The other maps and documents, referred
w2 his Section, are kept in the Mobilization Division at

War office.)

1. Map (in pocket) at the end of this handbook.—This is a General map.
(mall scale (4 m. to 1in.) map to give the reader a general
idea of the situation of the London Defence Positions and
e extent of each position.
It also shows the position of the mobilization centres,
sdvanced depots, base depots and the railways and prin-
cipal roads Tunning through or up to the positions. |

9. Maps A.—These consist of a set of 6-in. Ordnance Meps A.
maps (printed on linen for use in the field), of each of the
London Defence Positions, including the position of
yotham. There are usually four maps in each set.
tiach set of these maps shows the details of the par-
eular position, with the proposed disposition of the troops
wld off to hold it in force, after they have been concen-
irated there, but prior to the development of the enemy's
~ attuck.
(N.B.—The present edition of these maps was broaght
out when fewer troops were available for occupation than
< now the case; should the Gteneral Officer Commanding
find he has more troops available when he comes t0 occupy

 the position than are shown on the maps, he will arrange

for their disposition either as extra reserves or for the
1 position.)

strengthening or prolongation of the origina
Hostile artillery positions are shown in black. (These
have not yet been revised for positions south of the
- Thames ; consequently, in clear weather, good hostile
artillery positions will be found to exist in certain cases ab |
ravges which were considered too long when these maps i
were drawn up).
The following are shown red :—

(a.) All the field works, gun emplacements, trenches,
clearances, demolitions, entanglements, abatiis, it
and other preparations for defence which the ;

Inspector-G eneral of Fortifications 18 preparing i
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to. carry out (as described in Section V]
receiving the order to do so.

p.) The position of each section as told off fop "

(%) prgparation of the position, shown by Romgg
numerals (a list pf these Sections aud the;,
localities is given in Appendix B).

(¢.) The communications most likely to be required

| in rear of the positions, which will, Wherg
necessary, also be prepared under the ordeyg
of the Inspector-General of Fortifications
Those for use by Infantry only are shown by
broken, and those suitable for all arms by
continuous lines.

(d.) The allotment of the different defences to the
troops, and the position of the reserves;
defences being shown differently according as
they are intended for occupation by regulars
or by Volunteers, by Infaniry, machine guns,
or Artillery, or only prepared for occupation.
A clear explanation of the conventional signs
used is given at the bottom of the map.

)a on

For purposes of occupation, certain sections are
allotted to regular troops, usually those in the advanced
positions and on the flanks. The trenches in these sections
are marked by battalions, brigades or divisions thus—

*1 Battalion,” “ 1 Brigade,” ¢ 1 Division.”

The trenches allotted to Volunteer Infantry brigades
for occupation. generally in the main firing line of the
positions, usually correspond to the sections, into which
each position has been divided for preparation ; they are
letterec! thus: “B Volunteer Brigade (3500),”  C Volun-
teer Brigade (4000),” &ec., beginning from the right of the
position.  Where a detachment from a brigade is required
for a special purpose such as the occupation of a redoubt: |
1t 1s marked thus: “300 men, D Volunteer Brigade,” &c.

In the case of Artillery occupation, each position has @
number of gun groups, lettered from the right of the
position thus: “Group A” “Group B, and so oD; these
%';i’k‘:bs are allotted to regular or Volunteer batteries Of

Emplacements for regular batteries (.e., those in Whlc.h
6 gun emplacements for each battery are prepared) are
marked thus: “~—TFiecld Batteries,” &c.

- a
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__(ertain emplacements are merely prepared for
ed and are not intended to be occupied in

q
They are marked ¢ Prepared for Field

liu. case of e
fir ¢ instance-
Mihose for Volunteer batteries, in which only 4 em-

or battery are prepared, are marked thus:
» %__ 15-pr. batteries,” according as

nts [
¥ i1 batteries,

srepared for 4°7-in. guns or 15-prs.

.o is for use with Table D, Appendix D

. use with Table D, Appendix D. Maps B.

e 1-in. Ordnance maps (on linen for use in the
i form that can be carried by

‘bed in Section IV., for which

he ,
'(F:;ble B has been drawi up, while giving as little valuable
pformation a8 possible to the enemy, shonld they fall into

1is hands.
They are also for use as general maps of the ar

which the London Defence Positions lie.
They are in Sets of 8, two south of,
the Thames.

They have p
(a.) Roman nui

ea in

and one north of;

rinted on them in red :—
erals showing the position of the
several sections in each position, as & guide to
the troops that may be ordered to occupy
the numbering being generally
left of the position. Appendix

B gives the number and nature of the troops
for which each section is prepared.

(6.) The name of each position, printed approxi-
mately opposite the centre of each position.
(¢.) The mobilization centres.

d lines of lateral com-

(d.) The selected and prepare

munication, 4 south of the Thames and 3 north
{)f it ; each line being: denoted by 2 different
etter.

(¢.) The Gravesend bridge.

4, Range maps.—These are 6-in. maps for the Gieneral Range maps-
jons (only one, 11

Oficer Commanding (Volunteer) Divis
showing ranges from eac

’i’;ﬂuscript, for each position), :
’;n dul’ of guns to the enemy’s probable yrtillery positious,
to other conspicuous points in front of and on the
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flanks of the position. Those south of the o aMmeg
not yet been revised. Those north of the Thameg hay,
revised in 1901, Werg

d. Reports on hostile artillery  positions north gp
Thames.—These refer to the revision of the range ml(‘e
above mentioned. There is only one copy for eagl: positi®
(4 in manuscript). They describe the ‘artille posit; 0n
that could now be occupied by the enemy and gyg
certain changes in the disposition of guns as ghg
Maps A.

6. Preliminary reports cn London Defence Positions,

(«.) These are manuscript reports for the use of
General Officer Commanding: (VOlunteer)
Divisions, one for each position south of
Thames and one for Essex, drawn up by the
1890 Committee, explaining the strategicy|
and tactical points considered, in the selection

of the defences. as shown on Maps A of the
positions.

() In addition, these is one report on the defence of
each of the following gaps, viz.. the Guildford
gap, Dorking gap, Godstone gap, and Fary.
ingham, by one Infantry brigade and three
batteries of Field Artillery, against a sudden

attack by a comparatively small force, before
our concentration was completed.

(c.) There is alsn a report with a map (I-inch) dis-
cussing' possible positions on the Dorking—
Weybridge line, all of which are however
considered very bad ones.

Wi iy

7. Camp maps.—These will consist of, for each position:—

(@.) One 1-in. map for General Officer Comn.mndmg‘
position, showing in red (manuscript) sites for
the camps of divisional and brigade headd-
quarters, and of battalions, batteries, a{‘e
companies Royal Engineers, allotted to t.'t’s.'
position, also camps for departmental lm;f
The camps are numbered on the map, Wit
references in the margin. 5

(2.) One l-in. map for the officer commandmlgérf:g]
unit, for each of the numbered camps re anip
to in (a), showing the position of “‘f’t ‘
and the best road to the advanced depot
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On the back of this map is a section of 6-in,
howing the exact position of the camp
and of its water supply, latrines, &c. Also
instructions for watering, washing, cooking
and other arrangements. ~ The map of a
brigade head-quarters camp will also show the

osition of all the other camps belonging to

the brigade.

map 8

g, Maps of and reports on, lateral communications (in Mant- Lateral com-
Script),._-'i‘here. is one 1-in. map and report for the munications
teral communications south of the Thames, for the (General maps.
Cemmanding Northern Thames Defence, and the

orth of the Thames, for the General Officer Com-

outhern Thames Defence. The contents of the

"< are embodied in Maps B(1-in.) The reports Ao

ihe situation and condition of the lines selected.

9. Maps of and reports On advanced depdts—These Advanced

. ort and map of each of the railway stations depdts.
i seript), for the use of

r who will have to organize the depot. They
jescribe the station, stores and offices available, and give
sther information that that officer will require.

10. Maps © and reports on detraining stations.—These Stations.
are reports for the use of Station Commandants, similar to
fhose mentioned in paragraph 9, on certain other stations,
which might be used in connection with the movement of

woops by rail within the line of positions.
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APPENDICES.

Arrexpix A, Tapie A.—Number of handbook§ for the
London Defence Positions, whlgh are held in peace.
and issued by C. 2 on Mobiliza.tlc_m for Home Defence,
and of Maps A and Maps B, which are held in peyce
and issued on Mobilization by the Intelligence Divigioy,
War Office (see Section IX.).

Handbook . &
for the aps ot
London (complete aps B
Defence gets). (8 sheats).
pusitions.
Officers by whom held or to whom -
issued. & = < | o B
3] c < = 2 £
S |.2| 8 | 3| 8.3
& | 88| & 58| & |58
= = | 8 | 2] 8 =
= | EZ 182 | 5 |83
T | 28| % 1228| 3 |38
{ <= S A = — = | S
i} C-in-C.or G.0.C. Field Army ... ..| 1#| 1 1*| 1 1% 1
’l militarv Secre‘aw LA L) "en s e l e - l "
D.G Military Intelligence ... .. ..| 5% .. 5| .. 5w
N Adjutant-General .., ... .. .| 1 e
Q.M. 6. or G.0.C. Lines of Communication. | 1 1 1 I 1
1.G. of Ordnance e 1 1] e
1.G. of Fortifications and Staff ... ..| 25 10 25 | -
D.G. Army Medical Service... .. .. 1 11 e
G.0.C. an Army-Corps 1 1 o 1 1 }
Sosadvbonoraisrist, i wf 1] 3| | X | DA
G.0.C. an Infantry brigade, Field Army...| . 6 4
O.C. Dimiom Arﬁnel‘y, Field Army ey . 4 7 . . \¢ 25
Scaﬁ’ Of the Fie’d Army e ) s 25 ver 6 o 09
” an ArmY'corps s e " 22 " 2 - '6
n an Infanm diﬂSion 11 e 6 e Ll ooe g
Base Commundant .., o 2 3
Advanced Dep0t Commandant ., 2 . 1
Station Commandant .., 55 1 . o a5
Lines of Communication Staff e 25 . 4 i
London Defence Positions— 10
G&% Southern Thumes Defence and | ... | 10 | .. | 101] «
. 0
G'soia% Northern Thames Defence and| . 10 101 :

* Held by the Intelligence Division, War Office (L. 3(0).
T Mapn of positions on his own side of the Thames only.
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Appendix A, Table A—continued.
Handbook
for the Maps A
London (complete | ,Maps B
De fcuce acts). (3 BheeCS).
poaitions. |
Officers by whom held or to whom ‘
issued. ?; g- 8 g. ?; 3 \
5 g | 8 = | g = |
o Y] a @ 3 |
& [EE| = |E8| & | ES :
£ 22| & |23 | £ | =2
x 3 = 528 = £e
S |E5| 2 |BR| B |&° |
London Defence Positions—continued. ]
5.0, o (Volnnteer) Divisiun and Staff. | .. | 6 g & b | 10 |
G.0.C. a Volunteey Infantry brigade .| ... 3 ose L 3
0.C. a Brpade Division of R.G.A.| .. 2 1% .. 2
(Volunteers).
0.C. u hattery R.G.A. (Volunteers) .| e 1 = 1
0.C a Volunteer battalion o] o 2 o 10
| 0.C. R.E. in a position ... 1 1* | ... 1
0.C. R.E. Fortress Company . s | o 1 % 1
{Spare copies in Mobilization Division, War | 26f | ... | .. 10% | oo
Office.
h'Sparc copies for issue to Field Army, in| .. |5006% | .. |100¢% 5001
the London Defence positions, when
required,
|Y
] * Maps of his own Position only.
: + Held by the Mobilization Division, War Office.
| t Those for each position, in charge of the General Officer Commanding,
| Volunteer Division, allotted to:that position, until required for distribution to the
| Field Army, should it retire thercon.
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